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PROCEDURES FOR SITUATIONS WHERE A

STUDENT THREATENS SUICIDE

l. Teachers, students, or other concerned persons should notify a counselor of a possible
suicide threat.

2. The counselor, with another trained team member, will immediately assess the degree
of potential suicidal risk.

3. The parent(s) or guardian(s) will be notified immediately.  Along with supportive help, a
list of mental health agencies will be given to the parent(s) or guardian(s), and it will be
strongly encouraged that they seek appropriate professional help.  The student may be
released to the parent(s) or guardian(s).  He/she will not be allowed to go home alone.

4. The two team members will document and file the sequence of events.  All
documentation, information and materials obtained or disclosed during implementation of
this procedure will be treated as confidential records.

5. Supportive follow-up with the student and parent by a team member within the
following week is recommended and should continue as long as needed.  If the student
begins psychotherapy, release forms will be sent in order to allow for clinic/school
communication.  The team will provide immediate, empathetic, crisis intervention, but
psychotherapeutic services will not be provided by the district.

6. Parental or guardian consent will be obtained before communicating a suicide threat with
another school district or mental health agency.
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PROCEDURES FOR SITUATIONS WHERE A

STUDENT ATTEMPTS SUICIDE

l. Teachers, students, or other concerned persons should notify the counselor of an
attempted suicide.  A team of at least two trained employees will be convened as soon
as possible after the situation is stabilized.

2. Medical assistance will be requested immediately.  All overdose will be referred for
medical care; poison control will be contacted regarding disposition.

3. The parent(s) or guardian(s) will be notified as soon as possible after medical assistance
is requested.  If medical assistance is not required, the student may be released to
his/her parent(s) or guardian(s).  He/she will not be allowed to go home alone.

4. A team member will be available to counsel with the parent(s) or guardian(s) concerning
appropriate action.

5. Crisis intervention and in-school supportive counseling will be provided for siblings and
friends in the school district as soon as possible.

6. The team will determine the course of action based upon the severity and place (in
school, out of school) of the attempted suicide and upon the severity of student reaction
to the attempted suicide.

7. After the assessment has been made the team will use the "Student Who Threatens
Suicide" and the "Student Who Commits Suicide" procedures as references for
determining further intervention.
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PROCEDURES FOR SITUATIONS WHERE A

STUDENT COMMITS SUICIDE

l. The Principal is the crisis control chairperson.  All inquiries from the media and the general
public will be directed to the Principal.

2. A team member, designated by the Principal, will aid the family in obtaining appropriate
support.  Siblings in the school district will be provided with immediate crisis intervention
counseling.

3. Factual information about the suicide will be gathered by the team.

4. Appropriate consultants may be hired to assist staff and students.

5. Factual information will be disseminated to the faculty.  The faculty will:

a. present the information to their class about the suicide

b. allow ample time for student reaction and interaction

c. inform the students that concerned staff and counselors are immediately available

6. The suicide victim's closest friends will be identified for in-school supportive counseling.
These students will be monitored closely and their parent(s) or guardian(s) will be
contacted concerning the event.

7. Teacher and student feedback regarding those in need of support will be elicited.  Long
term group or individual counseling should be provided.

8. Contact will be made with legal counsel to determine involvement with police and other
outside agencies in case of completed suicide in the building.

Adopted:  9/21/87


